
There are Border and Then There are Border and Then 
there are Borders:  Past and there are Borders:  Past and 
Current Issues of Migration Current Issues of Migration 

and Immigrationand Immigration



Major IdeasMajor Ideas

Borders are Historical and Permeable.Borders are Historical and Permeable.
Border Regional Political Economies drive    Border Regional Political Economies drive    
Investment and Populations.Investment and Populations.
Border Markets create opportunities and Border Markets create opportunities and 
problems.problems.
Border Populations go where the money is.Border Populations go where the money is.
Being Rational is better than being Nuts.Being Rational is better than being Nuts.
Solutions are where you least expect them.Solutions are where you least expect them.







Spanish Spanish EntradaEntrada







Mexican Economic Policy ChangeMexican Economic Policy Change



Multiple BordersMultiple Borders

Railroads, Mining, Agriculture, ConstructionRailroads, Mining, Agriculture, Construction
Kin Networks:  The Kin Networks:  The SonoranSonoran ConnectionConnection
The Mexican RevolutionThe Mexican Revolution
Border Economies: WW II and the Border Economies: WW II and the BracereoBracereo
Movements and Highways and Railroads.Movements and Highways and Railroads.
Post 1960 Economies:  the Post 1960 Economies:  the MaquiladorasMaquiladoras, , 
Transborder Trade, Population MovementsTransborder Trade, Population Movements
The PresentThe Present





Capital and People:  the great economic and demographic shift e.Capital and People:  the great economic and demographic shift e.g. : g. : 
9,154,958 pedestrian border crossings in 2003 in Arizona alone; 9,154,958 pedestrian border crossings in 2003 in Arizona alone; 2004: $10 2004: $10 
billion road commerce; $2.5 rail ,  San Diego/San billion road commerce; $2.5 rail ,  San Diego/San YsidroYsidro 32 million in the 32 million in the 
same period.   SEE CROSSING TABLEsame period.   SEE CROSSING TABLE

Structural Readjustments: U.S.Structural Readjustments: U.S.––Mexico trade has grown Mexico trade has grown 
exponentially since the signing of the North American Free Tradeexponentially since the signing of the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTAAgreement (NAFTA).).

From $89.5 billion in 1993 to $275.3 billion in 2004, a threefolFrom $89.5 billion in 1993 to $275.3 billion in 2004, a threefold d 
increase.increase.

U.S. U.S. –– Mexico surface transportation trade totaled $24.1 billion in Mexico surface transportation trade totaled $24.1 billion in 
August, up 16.0 percent compared to August 2005 .August, up 16.0 percent compared to August 2005 .

Americans are the biggest investors in Mexico, further evidence Americans are the biggest investors in Mexico, further evidence of of 
NAFTA pulling the two countries together. Since 1994, the U.S. hNAFTA pulling the two countries together. Since 1994, the U.S. has as 
accounted for 62 percent of all foreign direct investment in Mexaccounted for 62 percent of all foreign direct investment in Mexico.  ico.  
See NAFTASee NAFTA TABLE.TABLE.

Remittances: From 3 billion dollars in 1990 to 25 billions in 20Remittances: From 3 billion dollars in 1990 to 25 billions in 2007 in 07 in 
remittances and the second largest source of foreign exchange foremittances and the second largest source of foreign exchange for r 
Mexico after Mexico after maquladorasmaquladoras.  .  







The neoThe neo--liberal policies of the Mexican regime including the liberal policies of the Mexican regime including the 
elimination of credit to rural farmers, elimination of credit to rural farmers, ejidosejidos, and cooperatives and , and cooperatives and 
the privatization of the privatization of ejidoejido lands export lands export monocropingmonocroping: 40% of rural : 40% of rural 
Mexico, No Transition from Corn to StrawberriesMexico, No Transition from Corn to Strawberries——no subsidies.no subsidies.

Creation of Border Industries: 1965 on  SEE BORDER TABLESCreation of Border Industries: 1965 on  SEE BORDER TABLES

Service and agricultural labor markets:14K carpenters needed in Service and agricultural labor markets:14K carpenters needed in 
Phoenix alone in 2005.  Construction Boom and DemographyPhoenix alone in 2005.  Construction Boom and Demography

Institutional Facilitators: Commissions, Organizations, Institutional Facilitators: Commissions, Organizations, 
Universities: 70 projects at ASU alone.Universities: 70 projects at ASU alone.



U.S. Border GrowthU.S. Border Growth











Number of Mexicans in the United States 1980-
2002
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Mexican Origin Population: 67% of Mexican Origin Population: 67% of 
the Followingthe Following

Figure 7 Projections of the Resident Population by Race, HispaniFigure 7 Projections of the Resident Population by Race, Hispanic c 
Origin, And Nativity: Middle Series, 2025Origin, And Nativity: Middle Series, 2025--50 and to 2100.50 and to 2100.
2025       20302025       2030 20352035 20402040 20452045 20502050 21002100

TT 61,43361,433 68,16768,167 75,28975,289 82,69182,691 90,343   98,228   190,330  90,343   98,228   190,330  
%   18.2%   18.2 19.419.4 20.720.7 21.921.9 23.1     24.3      33.323.1     24.3      33.3
N 44,394N 44,394 50,34350,343 56,76256,762 63,62963,629 70,913  78,598   172,58470,913  78,598   172,584
%  %  72.372.3 73.973.9 75.475.4 76.976.9 78.5     80.0      90.778.5     80.0      90.7
F  17,038F  17,038 17,82417,824 18,52618,526 19,06119,061 19,429  19,269   17,74619,429  19,269   17,746
%    27.7%    27.7 26.126.1 24.624.6 23.123.1 21.5       20.0       9.321.5       20.0       9.3
2025 Mexican Origin Population: 37 M and 2050 slightly less than2025 Mexican Origin Population: 37 M and 2050 slightly less than 60 60 
million; Mexico will number 160 Million in 2050. In 2100, the million; Mexico will number 160 Million in 2050. In 2100, the 
population in Mexico will be 214 million and in the U.S. over 11population in Mexico will be 214 million and in the U.S. over 114 4 
million or less than half of Mexicomillion or less than half of Mexico’’s.  # Projections already dated s.  # Projections already dated 
since by 2050 Mexicansince by 2050 Mexican--origin of the U.S. population will number origin of the U.S. population will number 
68.7 million68.7 million..











Implications and Reactions: Sometimes Bad Implications and Reactions: Sometimes Bad 
Policy, Sometimes Demeaning, Sometimes Policy, Sometimes Demeaning, Sometimes 
Charming, Sometimes Deadly, Sometimes Charming, Sometimes Deadly, Sometimes 
Criminal, and Sometimes Just Plain Dumb!Criminal, and Sometimes Just Plain Dumb!



Probability of First Undocumented Migration and Return 1980-2001

0

0.05

0.1

0.15

0.2

0.25

0.3

0.35

0.4

0.45

0.5

1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002

Year

A
nn

ua
l P

ro
ba

bi
lit

y
Males Females Return

IRCA Enacted

Operation Blockade
Launched in El Paso

Source: Douglas Massey,  Wells Fargo Distinguished 
Lecture

Arizona State University, March 22, 2007



Source: Douglas Massey,  Wells Fargo 
Distinguished Lecture

Arizona State University, March 22, 2007

Death rate from suffocation, drowning, heat exhaustion, exposure,
and unknown causes along border 1986-98
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Average Cost of Hiring a Coyote
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LEGALLEGAL
AMERICA IS A NATION OF ^ IMMIGRANTS AMERICA IS A NATION OF ^ IMMIGRANTS 

The current political action whirling around the illegal immigraThe current political action whirling around the illegal immigration tion 
problem of the U.S.A. has motivated me to write this article. Fiproblem of the U.S.A. has motivated me to write this article. First, letrst, let’’s s 
stop referring to illegal Mexican immigrants as Hispanics. They stop referring to illegal Mexican immigrants as Hispanics. They are mostly are mostly 
Mexican Indians. Not American Indians, but Mexican Indians. SpeaMexican Indians. Not American Indians, but Mexican Indians. Speaking king 
Spanish does not, make you Spanish anymore than speaking EnglishSpanish does not, make you Spanish anymore than speaking English
makes you English.  The United States solved its American Indianmakes you English.  The United States solved its American Indian problem problem 
a long time ago. Mexico has an Indian problem they seem unable ta long time ago. Mexico has an Indian problem they seem unable to solve. o solve. 
Their latest attempt seems to be to saddle the U.S A. with theirTheir latest attempt seems to be to saddle the U.S A. with their Mexican Mexican 
Indian problem.   American Indians have for the most part been cIndian problem.   American Indians have for the most part been confined onfined 
to Indian Reservations while Mexican Indians run amok in our midto Indian Reservations while Mexican Indians run amok in our midst. If st. If 
Indians are needed to do jobs in the U.S.A., letIndians are needed to do jobs in the U.S.A., let’’s give those jobs to s give those jobs to 
American Indians who most certainly can benefit from them. Any American Indians who most certainly can benefit from them. Any 
arguments for use of Mexican Indians can easily be countered witarguments for use of Mexican Indians can easily be countered with h 
arguments for use of American Indians. Let Mexico keep its Indiaarguments for use of American Indians. Let Mexico keep its Indians and ns and 
live with their problem until it can solve it. The U.S. A. is nolive with their problem until it can solve it. The U.S. A. is not responsible t responsible 
for the problems of other Nations, although a lot of those who cfor the problems of other Nations, although a lot of those who covet and ovet and 
hate us would like to make it so. hate us would like to make it so. 

The Catholic Church is responsible for MexicoThe Catholic Church is responsible for Mexico’’s problems as it is for the problems of s problems as it is for the problems of 
all Catholic Countries. all Catholic Countries. 



Legislative Mandates on Police AgenciesLegislative Mandates on Police Agencies
Undocumented Mexicans as Domestic Undocumented Mexicans as Domestic 

Terrorists or How my undocumented Terrorists or How my undocumented 
cousin slugged me and ended up in cousin slugged me and ended up in 
GitmoGitmo.  .  

County and City Policies as Federal Agents: County and City Policies as Federal Agents: 
Hydra Headed Approach to Individual Hydra Headed Approach to Individual 
versus Group Enforcement.versus Group Enforcement.

What About Michelle?What About Michelle?
What About Miguel?What About Miguel?



My KidMy Kid



Chon: A true Chon: A true FronterizoFronterizo


	There are Border and Then there are Borders:  Past and Current Issues of Migration and Immigration
	Major Ideas
	Spanish Entrada
	Mexican Economic Policy Change
	Multiple Borders
	U.S. Border Growth
	Mexican Origin Population: 67% of the Following
	My Kid
	Chon: A true Fronterizo

