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Gangs and violence in the Caribbean

ÅLittle research has examined gangs and/or violence in the 

Caribbean.

ÅAnecdotal evidence suggests that these problems have 

grown significantly.

ÅNo research has examined the relationship between 

community coviatesand their relationship with gangs and/or 

violence.

ÅThe Caribbean has little infrastructure to understand their 

gang and/or violence problems.
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The present study

(1)Identify the structural covariates associated 

with homicide in a Caribbean nation

(2) Examine whether gang presence, after 

controlling for community structure, is 

associated with homicide.
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About T&Té
ÅPopulation 1.3 million

ÅEast Indian 40.0%, African 37.5%, Afro-Indian 20.5%

ÅRoman Catholic 26.0%; Hindu 22.5%; Protestant 24.6%; 
Islam 5.8%; Shouter Baptist 5.4%; other Christian 10.7%

ÅParliamentary democracy with two major political parties 
(PNM and UNC)

ÅGranted independence on August 31, 1962

ÅMajor industry is petroleum (40% of GDP)
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Data

1. Trinidad & Tobago gang expert survey

ÅReplication of EurogangResearch Program Expert Survey.

ÅSurveyed gang experts in all TT station districts, 100% response 
rate, in 2006.

2. Homicide data

Å Number of homicides in 2006 by station district

Å Homicide data is reliable and valid

3. 2000 Trinidad & Tobago census data 

Å On foot

Å Focus on socio-economic and public health issues

Å Shape file for station districts obtained from TTPS
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Gangs

Gang Members

Year formed

Before 2000 8.4 25.8

2000 - 2006 24.2 74.2

Missing 67.4

N= 95 31

1,269

Number of youth gangs and gang members in Trinidad & Tobago

National Total n

95
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n %

0 31 59.6

1 to 4 14 26.9

5 to 10 6 11.5

11 to 15 0 0.0

16 to 19 1 1.9

Total 52 100.0

0 31 59.6

1 to 50 14 26.9

51 to 125 4 7.7

126 to 250 2 3.8

251 to 385 1 1.9

Total 52 100.0

Number of youth gangs and gang members in Trinidad & Tobago by Station 

District

Number of Gang Members

Gangs and Gang Members by Station District

Number of Gangs

Station Districts
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Number of 

Gangs

Number of Gang 

Members

Besson Street 19 385

San Juan 8 130

Sangre Grande 8 90

St. Joseph 7 55

Belmont 6 165

Besson Street 19 385

Belmont 6 165

San Juan 8 130

Carenage 4 100

Sangre Grande 8 90

Top five station districts for number of gangs and number of gang 

members

Five station districts with the most gang members

Five station districts with the most gangs
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